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Caring for our gathering places  
 

As we move through the provincial re-opening phase of the Covid 

pandemic we might pause to consider how and where we have 

gathered as God’s people over the past year. Many people shifted 

during lockdown to gathering online for worship with their home 

parish or with another church that offered online worship. Others 

met via phone for morning prayer or a good conversation. Some linked through emailed or mailed 

bulletins and sermons. However and whenever we connected, we were aware of the absence of the 

way we usually met together—in our local church building. Over the past month or so congregations 

have begun in-person worship again. How does that feel after such an absence? Do you see the 

building and grounds with new appreciation? Do you notice some things you didn’t see before? 

 

Having a place where you know you can find other believers was an issue for the early church. The 

Book of Acts describes Peter going to Mary’s house where people were gathered to pray to inform 

them of his angel-led escape from prison. Paul goes outside the city gate of Philippi to the river 

“where we supposed there was a place of prayer” (Acts 16:13) to meet the faith community upon his 

arrival in the city. People, then as now, connected in different ways—homes, synagogues, outdoors.  

 

Whether people ever enter the building or not, our churches tell our community that people who 

follow Jesus Christ gather here to worship and learn and fellowship together. Our facilities provide a 

silent witness to our faith. That is one of the many reasons it is important to take good care of them. 

To be good stewards of our buildings and grounds means taking care of current demands and 

looking to the long-term needs of the building in maintenance, repairs and upgrades. Deferring 

needed maintenance is a way of insuring future debt for the congregation when the roof leaks or the 

foundation buckles. Just like homes, church buildings need our attentive care to serve us well.  

 

There may come a time when the facility no longer meets the needs of the community or when the 

congregation can no longer meet the needs of the building. When that happens congregations will 

need to discern where they will gather, if their much-loved building can serve the wider community 

in new ways or if it is time to consider selling it to others for their use. For now, as we gather again in 

our ‘houses of worship’, we pray this thanksgiving from the Book of Alternative Services:  

Almighty God,  

watchful and caring, our sources and our end,  

all that we are and all that we have are yours.  

Accept us now, as we give thanks to you for this place,  

where we have come to praise your name, to ask your forgiveness,  

to know your healing power, to hear your word,  

and to be nourished by the body and blood of your Son.  

Be present always to guide and to judge, to illumine and to bless your people.  

This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  


